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Dear

Invitation to attend

On behalf of the Organizing Committee is it our great pleasure to invite you to participate in the seminar “Environmental friendly food production system: requirements for plant breeding and seed production” (ENVIRFOOD).

We have assembled of the speakers from old Member States of EU as well as speakers from Baltic States for facilitation the exchange of knowledge and expertise between conventional and organic plant breeding, variety testing and seed production and food processing in order to provide successful implementation of EU regulations 2092/91, 1257/1999 and 145/2003 in the Baltic States.

Thank you for your responsiveness and involvement in the work of seminar. 

Looking forward to see you in Talsi, Latvia!

Audience of seminar

The audience of seminar are: the plant breeders, specialists of variety testing, seed producers from organic farming, representatives from Ministries of Agriculture and Organic farming organizations from Baltic States. Key speakers are from Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. 

Programme

Tuesday, May 31

Arrival to Talsi (Latvia), accommodation

16.00-19.00  Registration  at hotel ‘Talsi’

19.00-20.30 Welcome dinner (hotel ‘Talsi’)
Wednesday, June 1

8.00 

Registration at the seminar place. 

8.30-10.30  Chair: Ina Belicka, State Stende Plant Breeding Station, Latvia

8.30-8.40 Opening the seminar 

Dzidra Kreismane, President of the Association of Latvian Organic Agriculture Organizations (ALOAO), Latvia

8.40-9.00 Information about current activities of 6FP corresponding Priority 5: Food Quality and Safety 

Dace Tirzite,  Latvian National Contact Point, Latvia

9.00 – 9.30 Achievements, problems, strategies in plant breeding for organic farming

Edith T. Lammerts van Bueren, President of ECO-PB, the Netherlands

9.30 - 10.00 Characteristics of spring barley varieties and crop diversity for organic farming and variety testing

Hanne Oestergaard, Riso National Laboratory, Denmark 

10.00 – 10.30 Variety testing for conventional and organic farming system – experience and problems

Dieter Rucker, Plant breeders’ Association, Germany

10.30-11.00 Coffee break

11.00-13.00  Chair: Vytautas Ruzgas, Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Lithuania

11.00-11.30 Challenges and problems of organic seed production and certification.

Klaus-Peter Wilbois, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, Germany

11.30-12.00 Grain quality as criterion for bread grain production as affected by the zero and conventional fertilization

Audrone Masauskiene, Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Lithuania
12.00-12.30 Advantages and disadvantages of hulless barley in relation to organic farming
Linda Legzdina, Priekuli Plant Breeding Station, Latvia

12.30-13.00 Recent knowledge on the ecology of plant-growth-promoting rhizobacteria help to develop new concepts for organic breeding

Marco Bosco, Alma Mater Studiorum-Bologna University, Italy

13.00-14.00 Lunch
14.00-15.15  Chair: Ilmar Tamm, Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, Estonia

14.00-15.15 Organic grain quality – situation and problems

Vida Rutkoviene, Lithuaninan University of Agriculture, Lithuania
14.15-14.30 Overview of organic farming in Estonia

Airi Vetemaa, Estonian Organic Farming Foundation, Estonia

14.30-14.45 Organic agriculture in Latvia: problems and solutions

Liga Drozdovska, Ministry of Agriculture, Latvia

14.45-15.00 Surveillance results of organic and conventional food in Latvia

Ieva Klavinska, Food and Veterinary Service, Latvia

15.00-15.15 Organic markets in Estonia
Anne Luik, Estonian Agricultural University, Estonia

15.15-15.30 Official control food safety in Lithuania

Zenonas Stanevicius, State Food and Veterinary Service, Lithuania

15.30-17.30  Chair: Vija Strazdina , State Stende Plant Breeding Station, Latvia

Opening of Exposition “Marketed organic products”
Information and discussion about organic food production and marketing.

 (food producers from organic farming of each Baltic States, tasting and evaluation of organic products)

18.30   Dinner

Attending Latvian Agriculture Techniques Museum

Thursday, June 2
9.00 – 11.50 Plant breeding 

Chair: Mati Koppel, Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, Estonia

9.00-9.15  Crop breeding for organic farming – current situation in Latvia     

Ilze Skrabule, Priekuli Plant Breeding station, Latvia

9.15-9.30  Problems and prospects in plant breeding for organic farming in Estonia

Ilmar Tamm, Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, Estonia

9.30-9.45  Organic plant breeding: sketch in starting positions

Vytautas Ruzgas, Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Lithuania

9.45-10.00 Discussions

10.00–11.00 Variety testing 
10.00-10.15 Results of Value for Cultivation and uses testing for field crops for organic farming in Latvia

Sofija Kalinina, Plant Variety Testing Department, Latvia

10.15-10.30 Variety Testing under conventional and organic farming conditions in Estonia 

Toivo Lauk, Viljandi Variety Testing Centre, Estonia

10.30-10.45 Plant variety testing in Lithuania

Sigita Juciviene, Lithuanian State Plant Variety Testing Center, Lihuania


10.45-11.00 Comparison cereal varieties productivity and seed quality in organic and chemical farming in Lithuania 

Algirdas Sliesaravicius, Lithuanian University of Agriculture, Lithuania

11.00-11.15 Discussions

11.15 -11.45 

Coffee break

11.45-13.00 Organic seed production 

Chair: Antanas Svirskis, Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Lithuania

11.45-12.00 Situation description and future prospects for quality organic seed availability in Latvia

Zinta Gaile, Latvia University of Agriculture, Latvia

12.00-12.15 Organic seed production in crop production-dairy farm: balancing economic and ecological aspects 

Jonas Gutauskas, UAB Agropolitpa, Lithuania 

12.15-12.30 Organic seed production in Estonia
Rene Aavola, Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, Estonia

12.30-12.45 Discussions

13.00-14.00 Lunch

14.00-15.30 and 16.00-17.30

Round – table workshop – discussion, providing the platform for networking and cooperation

Group 1 – Plant breeding, leader Vytautas Ruzgas, Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Lithuania

Group 2 – Variety testing, leader Toivo Lauk , Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, Estonia

Group 3 – Seed production, leader Zinta Gaile, Latvia University of Agriculture, Latvia

15.30-16.00 Coffee break

16.00-17.15  Poster session (oral presentation - 5 min)

Chair: Sofija Kalinina, Plant Variety Testing Department, Latvia

1. Eve Ader Development of organic agriculture in Estonia (Organic Agriculture in figures)

2. Mati Koppel Breeding of potatoes for organic cultivations

3. Aina Kokare, Arta Kronberga Evaluation of rye varieties suitability to organic farming

4. Biruta Jansone Testing of forage grassess and legumes suitable for organic farming and seed production
5. Ilze Skrabule, Zinta Gaile, Janis Vigovskis Assesment of potato varieties suitability to organic farming

6. Janis Vigovskis, Agrita Svarta, Aivars Jermuss Variety trials of cereals, oilseeds and potatoes in organic farm

7. Alge Lestrumaite Cereal varieties for organic production: field trials of winter cereal crops under organic conditions

8. Linda Legzdina, Mara Bleidere, Olga Praulina, Zinta Gaile, Janis Vigovskis, Agrita Švarta Performance of Latvian spring barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) varieties and breeding lines in conditions of organic farming

9. Vija Strazdina, Zanda Opmane The test results of winter wheat varieties suitable for organic farming in Latvia
18.00-22.00 Sightseeing tours of Talsi district and dinner

Friday, June 3  
9.00-10.15 Poster session (oral presentation – 5 min)

Chair: Algirdas Sliesaravicius, Lithuanian University of Agriculture, Lithuania

10. Ingrid Bender Yield and disease resistance of the superior last tomato varieties of an organic trial in Estonia 

11. Liina Talgre The effect of green manure on soil organic matter

12. Ene Ilumae Possibilities of using ecologically grown spring wheat for food

13. Elina Akk, Ene Ilumae Possibilities of using Camelina sativa under ecological production conditions

14. Arvi Hansson, Ene Ilumae Studying the role of field crops on preserving soil fertility under ecological production conditions

15. Livija Zarina Importance of crop rotation in organic seed production
16. Vitautas Ruzgas, Zilvinas Liatukas Resistance of Lithuanian winter wheat lines and varieties to Tilletia tritici Berk.

17. Antanas Svirskis Breeding red clover for conventional and ecological farming systems in Lithuania

18. Antanas Svirskis Prospects for some non-traditional plant species on conventional and ecological farms in Lithuania

10.15-10.30 Coffee break

Plenary session, closing
Chair : Linda Legzdina, Priekuli Plant Breeding Station, Latvia

10.30 – 12.00 Reports of group leaders about round – table workshop-discussions

                      Vytautas Ruzgas, Toivo Lauk, Zinta Gaile
12.00 Closing the seminar

13.00-14.00 Lunch

Departure

Information about seminar programme 

The seminar programme is available in the websites:

http://www.qlif.org/index.html
http://www.scanbalt.org/sw1637.asp
http://cordis.lu/food/home.html
Seminar place

Talsi Cultural centre, Liela Street 19/21

(http://www.talsi.lv)

Accommodation

Hotel “Tasi”, Kareivju Street 16

Single and mainly double room is offered. 

Tours

Latvian Agricultural Techniques Museum 

Museum visitors will see 19-20 century tools – farming machinery, steam locomotives, tractors, engines, cars and other devices. Visit the “From Grain to Bread” and “Country market weight and measurements” exhibitions. 

Sightseeing tour of Talsi district

Talsi – city of nine hills, mirroring in waters of two lakes – it is one of few towns that have not lost its beauty and picture since the beginning of century. Talsi Hillocks nature Park with its outstanding landscape is especially attractive to tourists. Countryside roads will take you to through the picturesque rural areas and to the places of historical interest.

Folklore Trail Jāņkalni provides a chance to learn about old Latvian ornaments, magical signs and participate in traditional dances and games.  

Organizing Committee and contact persons
Latvia 

Dr. biol., Prof. Ina Belicka, Coordinator of ENVIRFOOD

Dr. Sanita Zute, Director

Mg. Sc. Vija Strazdina

Mg. Sc. Mara Bleidere 

State Stende Plant Breeding Station, p.  Dizstende, 

Talsi region, LV3258, tel/fax +371 3291288, 

E-mail: stende.selekcija@apollo.lv

Lithuania

Dr. Vytautas Ruzgas

Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture, Akademija, 

Dotnuva, LT-58344, Kedainiai distr. 

E-mail: ruzgas@lzi.lt
Estonia

Dr. Ilmar Tamm 

Jogeva Plant Breeding Institute, EE 2350, Jogeva, 

E-mail: Ilmar.Tamm@jpbi.ee

